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Abbreviations  
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TYPICAL GROWTH STAGES OF POPPY 

Emergence stage  Cabbage stage  

Stem-elongation stage Flowering stage 
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Summary 
 
• MCN & UNODC are joint partners to monitor and verify Governor-led eradication of 

poppy. 

• In 2013 a total of 7,348 hectares of Governor-led eradication of poppy fields were 
verified in 18 provinces of Afghanistan namely Badakhshan, Badghis, Baghlan, Balkh,  
Day Kundi, Farah, Faryab, Ghor, Hilmand, Hirat, Kandahar, Kapisa, Kunar, Laghman, 
Nangarhar, Nimorz, Takhar and Uruzgan. Compared to last year, there was a decrease of 
24% in Governor-led eradication of poppy fields in Afghanistan. This was due to warm 
weather conditions where the Governors were having limited time to implement the 
eradication.  

• The highest poppy eradication was verified in Badakhshan province (2,798 hectares), 
showing an increase of 57% than the eradication carried out last year in the same 
province.  

• Last year a total of 9,672 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in 18 
provinces.    

• There was decrease of 41% in poppy eradication compared to last year in Hilmand 
province.  

• Quality control of eradication verification was carried out using satellite data in 
Badakhshan, Baghlan, Balkh, Farah, Faryab, Hilmand, Kandahar, Kapisa, Nangarhar, 
Nimroz Uruzgan and Hirat provinces. Final figures for eradication in these provinces are 
confirmed after checking with high resolution satellite imageries supported by Heli-
pictures. For the other provinces namely Daykundi, Kunar, Takhar, Laghman and Ghor 
provinces, the quality checks for eradication verification was made by scrutinizing the 
survey forms, checking the area measurement calculations and with the help of field 
photographs.  

• Security situation continued to be unfavorable for Governor-led eradication campaigns 
this year in all provinces where eradication was carried out. Farmers and AGE resisted 
against poppy eradication operations since the beginning of Governor-led eradication in 
different ways. The resistances were in the form of direct attack on eradication team, mine 
explosions, flooding poppy fields and demonstrations. 143 lives were lost (28 police, 7 
Afghan Local Police, 9 National Army, 1 Driver and 98 others) and 89 personnel were 
injured (66 police, 1 Afghan Local Police, 12 National Army, 2 Driver and 8 others). In 
comparison to 2012, there was an increase of 40% in the number of personnel killed (102 
killed in 2012) and a decrease of 30% in the number of personnel injured (127 injured in 
2012) during the eradication campaign.  
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1. Introduction 
The Ministry of Counter Narcotics (MCN) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) have joint responsibility of monitoring and verifying opium poppy eradication 
activities led by the Governors.  

Governor-led eradication activities are envisaged in all poppy cultivating provinces. The 
verifiers in the field were recruited and selected jointly by MCN/UNODC survey 
coordinators. Two MCN/UNODC reporters were assigned to collect the daily reports from the 
field verifiers and two MCN staff members were assigned to verify eradication with satellite 
imageries and one MCN staff were assigned to write weekly eradication report under UNDOC 
supervision as part of capacity building activity.    
 
Eradication in Target Area 
The Government's National Drugs Control Strategy calls for targeted eradication in areas 
where it is assessed that opportunities for alternative livelihoods exist.  The assessment is 
made against a range of socio-economic indicators based on a wide range of data-sets. 
Governors were requested to carry out eradication within target zones. The target zones were 
defined by MCN supported by the UK Government under the programme ‘Survey, 
Monitoring, Targeting and Verification (SMTV)’. This year, three of the highest cultivating 
provinces were identified for eradication within target areas (Farah, Hilmand, and Uruzgan).  
 
Governor led eradication verification 
Provincial Governors are responsible for eradication of poppy crops in their respective 
provinces with the support of district governors. Governor-led eradication activities were 
envisaged in all poppy cultivating provinces of Afghanistan.  

Detailed methodology of Governor-led eradication verification is given in Annex 1. The areas 
verified by the eradication verifiers were checked by satellite imageries wherever acquisition 
of imageries was possible. A total of 124 eradication verifiers were trained on eradication 
verification techniques and deployed in the field based on eradication plan received from 
Governors. The eradication verifiers are part of the eradication teams led by the respective 
provincial Governors. Trained verifiers were deputed in the provinces well in advance before 
the eradication activities started.  

Table 1: Distribution of verifiers by province  
N o P r o v in c e s N o . o f V e r if ie r s

1 B a d ak h sh a n 2 3
2 B a d gh is 2
3 B a gh l an 3
4 B a lk h 2
5 D a y K u n d i 2
6 Fa ra h 4
7 Fa ry a b 3
8 G ho r 2
9 H ilm a n d 2 3

1 0 H ira t 4
1 1 K a n da h a r 1 3
1 2 K a p is a 2
1 3 K u na r 5
1 4 L a g hm a n 3
1 5 N a ng a rh a r 1 2
1 6 K a b ul 4
1 7 Z a b ul 5
1 8 N im ro z 2
1 9 T a k ha r 2
2 0 U ru zg a n 8

1 2 4T o ta l V e r if ie r s  
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2. Results 
Governor-led poppy eradications were verified and reported from Badakhshan, Badghis, 
Baghlan, Balkh, Day Kundi, Farah, Faryab, Ghor, Hilmand, Hirat, Kandahar, Kapisa, Kunar, 
Laghman, Nangarhar, Nimroz, Takhar and Uruzgan provinces. The areas verified and 
reported by the eradication verifiers were checked by satellite imageries where satellite 
imageries were available. Table 2 below shows the area of Governor-led poppy eradication 
along with number of fields and villages covered at province level. Detail of Governor-led 
eradication at district level is given in Annex 2. 

Table 2: Governor-led poppy eradication by province, 2013  
Province Eradication 

verified  (ha) 
No. of eradicated 
fields  reported 

No. of villages 
eradication reported 

Badakhshan 2798 11092 338 

Badghis 3 22 2 

Baghlan 34 291 8 

Balkh 80 35 9 

    Day Kundi* 9 71 3 
Farah 262 255 10 

Faryab 7 24 7 

Ghor 6 43 17 

Hilmand 2162 3,599 149 

Hirat 77 559 15 

Kandahar 1083 1,375 121 

Kapisa 11 130 3 

Kunar 108 221 14 

Laghman 20 192 4 

Nangarhar 157 1,090 48 

Nimroz 120 89 15 

Takhar 60 183 10 

Uruzgan* 352 1,103 41 
Grand Total 7,348 20,374 814 

Note: Provincial eradication figures do not add to total due to rounding. 
* In 2013, Gizab district of Day Kundi province was under the temporary administrative authority of the 
governor of Uruzgan province. For eradication reporting, the 22 hectares eradicated in Gizab were 
included in the 352 hectares of eradication reported for Uruzgan. 
 
In 2013, 7,348 hectares of poppy eradication were verified by physical measurement of 
20,374 poppy fields in 814 villages and 18 provinces. Quality checks using high resolution 
satellite image was carried out to authenticate the eradication area reported by verifiers in 
Badakhshan, Baghlan, Balkh, Farah, Hilmand, Hirat, Kandahar, Kapisa, Laghman, Nangarhar 
and Uruzgan provinces. The total eradication verified in 2013 indicates a decrease of 24% 
compared to last year. In 2012, the total verified Governor-led eradication was 9,672 hectares 
in 25,486 poppy fields, 1,027 villages and 18 provinces.  
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Table 3: Governor-led poppy eradication and percentage change, 2012-2013 

   

Province 
Eradication 

Verification (ha) 
2012 

Eradication 
Verification (ha) 

2013 

% 
Change 

Badakhshan 1,784 2,798 57% 
Badghis 53 3 -94% 
Baghlan 252 34 -87% 
Balkh 0 80 100% 
Day Kundi * 236 9 -96% 
Farah  316 262 -17% 
Faryab 50 7 -86% 
Ghor 11 6 -51% 
Hilmand 3,637 2,162 -41% 
Hirat  600 77 -87% 
Kabul  103 0 -100% 
Kandahar 922 1,083 17% 
Kapisa  54 11 -80% 
Kunar  70 108 53% 
Laghman  76 20 -74% 
Nangarhar  784 157 -80% 
Nimroz  148 120 -19% 
Takhar 0 60 100% 
Uruzgan* 485 352 -27% 
Zabul  88 0 -100% 

Grand total 9,672 7,348 -24% 
                      Note: Provincial eradication figures do not add to total due to rounding. 
* In 2013, Gizab district of Day Kundi province was under the temporary administrative authority of the 
governor of Uruzgan province. For eradication reporting, the 22 hectares eradicated in Gizab were 
included in the 352 hectares of eradication reported for Uruzgan. 
 

3. Eradication inside/outside target Area (Targeted Provinces) 
The eradication verified within and outside target area is given in table 4. Farah, Hilmand and 
Uruzgan provinces were targeted provinces for eradication. In 2013 Nangarahar and Kandahar 
provinces were excluded from target area. 

Table 4: Eradication area in targeted provinces inside/outside target area 

Province 
 Eradication  
inside target 

area (ha) 

 Eradication  
outside 

target area 
(ha) 

% of  Eradication 
inside target area 

Total 
eradication 

Verified (ha) 

Farah 210 52 80% 262 
Hilmand 1,338 824 62% 2,162 
Uruzgan* 280 72 80% 352 
Total 1,828 948 66% 2,776 

* In 2013, Gizab district of Day Kundi province was under the temporary administrative authority of the 
governor of Uruzgan province. For eradication reporting, the 22 hectares eradicated in Gizab were 
included in the 352 hectares of eradication reported for Uruzgan. 
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4. Quality control of eradication by using satellite imageries 
Cross checking of eradication verification reported by field verifiers was carried out using 
high resolution satellite images. UNODC procured the satellite images based on the field 
coordinates recorded by verifiers in the eradicated poppy fields to validate authenticity of the 
reported eradication area. The Governor-led eradication of opium poppy of Badakhshan, 
Baghlan, Farah, Faryab, Hilmand, Hirat, Kandahar, Kapisa, Laghman, Nangarhar, Nimroz and 
Uruzgan provinces were checked with satellite imageries. The verification of quality of 
eradication with satellite imageries as well as field pictures indicates that the quality of 
eradication in Hilmand and Hirat provinces was very good. There were also many provinces 
where the quality of eradication was very poor for example Badakhshan, Uruzgan, Kandahar, 
and Nangarhar. The verification with satellite imageries was supported with heli-pictures 
collected through over flights by MCN/ALCIS in the provinces of Badakhshan, Baghlan, 
Takhar, Nangarhar, Laghman and Kapisa.  

Hilmand province: 
A total of 2115 hectares of eradication reported by verifiers were checked with satellite 
imageries and an under reporting to the extent of 47 hectares was confirmed. The final 
eradication figures in Hilmand province has been corrected to 2162 hectares.  

The below snap shots are few examples of under reporting, correct reporting and over 
reporting, by verifiers confirmed with satellite images: 

 

The snap shots showing the under reporting and not reported by the verifiers in Hilmand 
province on satellite imageries are shown below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Under reporting in Lashkargah 
district of Hilmand province. 

Date of eradication: 13 April 2013 

Verifier reported: 1.24 ha 

Checked with satellite: 2 ha 

Figures in white: reported by 
verifiers 

Figures in yellow: calculated from 
satellite imagery 
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Not reported in Hilmand 
province. 

Figures in yellow: calculated from 
satellite imagery 

 

The snap shots showing the over reporting by the verifiers in Hilmand province on satellite 
imageries is shown below: 

 Over reporting in Sangin district 
of Hilmand province. 

Date of eradication: 30 March 
2013 

Verifier reported: 5 ha 

Checked with satellite: 0.6 ha 

Figures in white: reported by 
verifiers 

Figures in yellow: calculated 
from satellite imagery 

 

Farah province: 
All 487 hectares of eradication reported by verifiers were checked with satellite imageries and 
an over reporting to the extent of 225 hectares was confirmed. The final eradication figures in 
Farah province has been corrected to 262 hectares.  

The below snap shots are few examples of over reporting by verifiers confirmed with satellite 
images:  
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 Over reporting in Khake saphid 
district of Farah province. 

Date of eradication: 10 March 
2013 

Verifier reported: 6.38 ha 

Checked with satellite: 3.39 ha 

Figures in white: reported by 
verifiers 

Figures in yellow: calculated 
from satellite imagery 

Polyline in blue: GPS tracking 
taken by verifiers  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Over reporting in Pusht Road 
district of Farah province. 

Date of eradication: 31 March 
2013 

Verifier reported: 3.86 ha 

Checked with satellite: 1.76 ha 

Figures in white: reported by 
verifiers 

Figures in yellow: calculated 
from satellite imagery 

Polyline in blue: GPS tracking 
taken by verifiers  

 
Hirat Province: 
All 77 hectares of eradication reported by verifiers were checked with satellite imageries and 
no over reporting is confirmed. The final eradication figures in Hirat province remain same 
(77 hectares). 

The below snap shot is an example of correct reporting by verifiers confirmed with satellite 
images:  
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Correct reporting in Shindand 
district of Hirat province. 

Date of eradication: 10 April 
2013 

Verifier reported: 0.62 ha 

Checked with satellite: 0.62 ha 

Figures in white: reported by 
verifiers 

Figures in yellow: calculated 
from satellite imagery 

Polyline in blue: GPS tracking 
taken by verifiers  

 
Nimroz Province: 
All 325 hectares of eradication reported by verifiers were checked with satellite imageries and 
an over reporting to the extent of 205 hectares was confirmed. The final eradication figures in 
Nimroz province has been corrected to 120 hectares.  

 

 

The below snap shot is example of over reporting by verifiers in Nimroz province confirmed 
with satellite images:  

Over reporting in Khashroad 
district of Nimroz province. 

Date of eradication: 30 March 
2013 

Verifier reported: 24.3 ha 

Checked with satellite: 10.91 
ha 

Figures in white: reported by 
verifiers 

Figures in yellow: calculated 
from satellite imagery  

 
Kandahar Province: 
Out of 1434 hectares of GLE reported by verifiers in Kandahar province 1,104 hectares of 
eradicated poppy fields were checked with satellite imageries and an over reporting to the 
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extend of 351 hectares was confirmed. The final eradication figure in Kandahar province has 
been corrected to 1,083 hectares.  

The below snap shots are few examples of over reporting by verifiers confirmed with satellite 
images:  

Over reporting in Maywand 
district of Kandahar province. 

Date of eradication: 11 April 
2013 

Verifier reported: 7.49 ha 

Checked with satellite: 5.5 ha 

Figures in white: reported by 
verifiers 

Figures in yellow: calculated 
from satellite imagery 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Nangarhar province: 
Out of 447 hectares of GLE reported by verifiers in Nangarhar province, 345 hectares of 
eradicated poppy fields were checked with satellite imageries and an over reporting to the 
extent of 290 hectares was confirmed. The final eradication figure in Nangarhar province has 
been corrected to 157 hectares.  

The snap shots showing the over reporting by the verifiers on satellite imageries are shown 
below: 

Over reporting in Khogyani 
district of Nangarhar province. 

Date of eradication: 25 April 2013 

Verifier reported: 22.5 ha 
Checked with satellite: 0.8 ha 
Figures in white: reported by 
verifiers 

Figures in yellow: calculated from 
satellite imagery 
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Badakhshan province: 
In Badakhshan province an over reporting to the extent of 926 hectares was confirmed. The 
final eradication figure in Badakhshan province has been corrected to 2,798 hectares.  

The snap shot showing over reporting by the verifiers on satellite imageries is shown below: 

 

Over reporting in Argo district of 
Badakhshan province. 

Date of eradication: 2 June 2012 

Verifier reported: 16.42 ha 
Checked with satellite: 5.63 ha 
Figures in white: reported by 
verifiers 
Figures in yellow: calculated from 
satellite imagery 

      

  
The snap shot showing the over reporting and poor quality of eradication in Argu district of 
Badakhshan province: 

 
Date of eradication: 16 June 2013 

Image date: 12 July 2013 

Verifier reported: 2 ha 
Checked with satellite: 0.77 ha 
Figures in white: reported by 
verifiers 
Figures in yellow: calculated from 
satellite imagery 
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5. Methods of Poppy Eradication 
Methods of Governor-led poppy eradication include tractor, manual eradication (using sticks, 
blade and uprooting by hand) and animal plough. 51% of the Governor-led eradication was 
carried out manually and 49% by tractor. 

Figure 1: Percentage of poppy eradication by different methods in 2013 and 2012 
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Figure 2: Percentage of poppy eradication by province with different methods in 2013. 
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6. Timing of Poppy Eradication 
The timing of eradication of opium is when poppy is at cabbage stages since poppy plant can 
be easily recognized at this stage. However, the stick eradication is not affective during the 
cabbage-stage. Eradication of poppy started earlier in the South, East and West regions (Feb-
March-April) while it was later in North and North-east regions (May). 77% of eradication 
was carried out in month of March, April and June 2013.  

Figure 3: Percentage of poppy eradication by month in 2013 and 2012  
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Table 5: Start and end dates of Governor-led eradication, 2013 

Region Province Eradication 
Start Date 

Eradication 
End Date 

Eradication 
(ha) 

Central  Kapisa 24-Apr-13 4-May-13 11

East 

Kunar 13-Apr-13 30-May-13 108 
Laghman 31-Mar-13 25-May-13 20 
Nangarhar 31-Mar-13 27-May-13 157 

Northern  

Balkh  NA NA 80 
Baghlan 6-Jun-13 24-Jun-13 34 
Faryab 15-May-13 25-May-13 7 

North-eastern 
Takhar 22-May-13 6-Jun-13 60 
Badakhshan 13-May-13 10-Aug-13 2798 

South 

Day Kundi* 2-May-13 6-May-13 9 
Hilmand 23-Feb-13 12-Apr-13 2162 
Kandahar  5-Mar-13 4-May-13 1083 
Uruzgan* 4-Apr-13 29-Apr-13 352 
Zabul* 30-Apr-13 1-May-13 0 

West 

Badghis 24-Apr-13 26-Apr-13 3 
Farah 6-Mar-13 3-Apr-13 262
Hirat 3-Apr-13 21-Apr-13 77 
Nimroz 19-Mar-13 6-Apr-13 120 
Ghor 14-May-13 28-May-13 6

* The eradication in Zabul province was reported for 8 hectares after first lancing and therefore not 
taken into account.                                                                                                                                                  
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* In 2013, Gizab district of Day Kundi province was under the temporary administrative authority of the 
governor of Uruzgan province. For eradication reporting, the 22 hectares eradicated in Gizab were 
included in the 352 hectares of eradication reported for Uruzgan. 

Comparison of Governor-led poppy eradication in 2013 and 2012  
 

Major observations on eradication campaign in 2013 and 2012 are: 

• Total poppy eradication carried out in 2013 was 24% less than 2012. This year the total 
Governor-led poppy eradication carried out was 7,348 hectares in 18 provinces 
compared to 9672 hectares in 18 provinces in 2012. 

• This year Governor-led poppy eradication campaign commenced on 23 February in 
Hilmand province and 5 March in Kandahar province, while in 2012 the eradication 
activities began in March in Hilmand and Kandahar provinces in the South region.   

• The Governor-led poppy eradication campaign concluded quite earlier than last year.  

• Governor-led poppy eradication campaigns were more active in Badakhshan in 2013 
compared to last year.    

• This year, the number of security incidents (farmers and AGE resistance) during the 
eradication campaign was much more than the year 2012. The number of fatalities was 
40% increase compared to 2012. The decrease in the eradication was due to increase in 
security incidents. This year a total of 143 people were killed during poppy eradication 
campaign against 102 in 2012. 

 

Table 6: Governor-led eradication and opium poppy cultivation, 2005-2013 

 

Year Eradication (ha) 

Number of 
provinces where 
GLE activities 

reported 

Cultivation 
(ha) 

Eradication 
% 

2005 4,007 11 104,000 4% 
2006 13,051 19 165,000 8% 
2007 17,035 26 193,000 9% 
2008 4,306 17 157,000 3% 
2009 2,687 12 123,000 2% 
2010 2,316 11 123,000 2% 
2011 3,810 18 131,000 3% 
2012 9,672 18 154,000 6% 
2013 7,348 18 NA NA 
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Figure 4: Governor-led Eradication in 2013 and 2012 (hectare) 
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Figure 5: Governor-led Eradicaion in 2013 and 2012 (Percentage) 
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7. Regional findings 
 

Eastern region (Kapisa, Kunar, Laghman, Nangarhar): 

• Nangarhar: A total of 157 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in 
Achin, Chaparhar, Deh Bala, Roodat, Shinwari, Khugyani, Nazyan and Pachir Wagam 
districts.  

• Laghman: A total of 20 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified 
Alingar, Alishing and Mehterlam (Provincial Center) districts.   

• Kunar: A total of 108 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in Noor 
Gal and Sar Kani districts.  

• Kapisa: A total of 11 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in Nijrab 
and Tagab districts.  

 

 
Governor-led Eradication in Achin district of Nangarhar  

province 
Governor-led Eradication in Mehtarlam district of 

Laghman province 

  
Governor-led Eradication Noor Gul district of Kunar 

province 
Governor-led Eradication in Tagab district of Kapisa 

province 
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Southern region (Day Kundi, Hilmand, Kandahar, Uruzgan, Zabul): 

• Day Kundi: A total of 9 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in 
Kejran and Kiti districts. In 2013, Gizab district of Day Kundi province was under the 
temporary administrative authority of the governor of Uruzgan province. For eradication 
reporting, the 22 hectares eradicated in Gizab were included in the 352 hectares of 
eradication reported for Uruzgan. 

• Hilmand: A total of 2,162 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in 
Garm Ser, Lashkargah (Provincial Center), Musa Qala, Nad-Ali (Marja), Naher-i-Saraj, 
Nawa-i-Barukzai, Nawzad and Sangin districts.  

• Kandahar: A total of 1083 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in 
Arghandab, Arghistan, Kandahar (Provincial Center), Maiwand, Panjwayee, Shah Wali 
Kot, Spin Boldak, Takhta Pul and Zhire districts.  

• Uruzgan: A total of 352 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in 
Dihrawud, Gizab and Tirinkot (Provincial Center) districts.  

• Zabul:  The Govern-led poppy eradication was carried out after the first lancing and 
therefore not taken into account. 

Governor-led Eradication in Nad-Ali  district of Hilmand  
province 

Governor-led Eradication in Sangin Qala district of 
Hilmand province 

 

Governor-led Eradication in Panjway district of Kandahar 
province 

Governor-led Eradication in Shawali Kot district of 
Kandahar province 
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Governor-led Eradication in Tirinkot (Provincial Center) 

district of Uruzgan province 
Governor-led Eradication in Dehrawod district of 

Uruzgan  province 

 

 

Western region (Badghis, Farah, Ghor, Hirat, Nimroz): 

• Badghis: A total of 3 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in Muqur 
district.  

• Farah: A total of 262 hectares of Governor-led eradication were verified in Bala Buluk, 
Khaki Safid, Pushtrud and Farah (Provincial Center) districts. 

• Ghor: A total of 6 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in Char-
Sada and Chighcheran (Provincial Center) district. 

• Hirat: A total of 77 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in 
Shindand district. 

• Nimroz: A total of 120 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in 
Chakhansur, Char Burjak and Khashrod.  

 
 

Governor-led Eradication in Bala Buluk district of Farah 
province 

Governor-led Eradication in Shindand district of Hirat 
province 
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Governor-led Eradication in Muqur district of Badghis 

province 
Governor-led Eradication in Khashrod district of Nimroz 

province 

 
 

Northern region (Baghlan, Faryab): 

• Baghlan: A total of 34 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in 
Burka, Deh Salah and Pul-i-Hisar districts. 

 
• Balkh: A total of 80 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in Chemtal 

district. 
 
• Faryab: A total of 7 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in 

Gurziwan and Qaisar districts.   

Governor-led Eradication in Qaisar district of Faryab 
province 

Governor-led Eradication in Burka district of Baghlan 
province 

 

North-eastern region (Badakhshan):  

• Badakhshan: A total of 2,798 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified 
in Argo, Baharak, Darayim, Jurm, Khash, Kishim, Shahri Buzurg, Shuhada, Yaftal, 
Yawan and Tashkan districts.  

• Takhar: A total of 60 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in Rustaq 
district of Takhar province 
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Governor-led Eradication in Argo district of Badakhshan  
province 

Governor-led Eradication in Darayim district of 
Badakhshan  province 

  

Governor-led Eradication in Argo district of Badakhshan  
province 

Growth stage of wheat in Kisham district of Badakhshan 
province 

 

Central region (Kabul):  

Kabul is the only poppy cultivated district in central region. This year there the Governor-
led poppy eradication campaign was not carried out in Kabul province. In 2012 A total of 
103 hectares of Governor-led poppy eradication were verified in Surubi district  

8. Farmers/AGE resistance and Security incidents during GLE-2013 
Farmers and Anti-Government elements resisted against poppy eradication. The resistances were in the 
form of direct attack, mine explosions, flooding poppy fields and demonstrations. The security 
incidents in the form of direct attack and mine explosions resulted in the death of 143 people (28 
police, 7 Afghan Local Police, 9 National Army, 1 Driver and 98 others) and injuring of 93 people (66 
police, 1 Afghan Local Police, 12 National Army, 2 Driver and 8 others). Last year 102 people were 
killed during GLE (29 National Police, 12 National Army and 60 farmers and 1 verifier) and 127 were 
injured (89 National Police, 8 National Army and 30 farmers).  
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Table 7: Security incidents and casualties during GLE, 2013 
Province Number 

of security 
incident 

Number of 
people dead 

Number of 
people injured 

Eradication 
(ha) 

Badakhshan 1 0 1 2,798 
Badghis 2 3 5 3 
Balkh 0 0 0 80 
Baghlan 1 0 1 34 
Day Kundi* 0 0 0 9 
Farah 7 43 20 262 
Faryab 0 0 0 7 
Ghor 0 0 0 6 
Hilmand 19 82 42 2,162 
Hirat 2 2 3 77 
Takhar 0 0 0 60 
Kandahar  5 5 13 1083 
Kapisa 2 0 3 11 
Kunar 2 4 1 108 
Laghman 2 4 1 20 
Nangarhar 1 0 1 157 
Nimroz 0 0 0 120 
Uruzgan* 2 0 2 352 
Zabul 0 0 0 0 

Total: 46 143 93 7,348 
Note: Provincial eradication figures do not add to total due to rounding. 

* In 2013, Gizab district of Day Kundi province was under the temporary administrative authority of the 
governor of Uruzgan province. For eradication reporting, the 22 hectares eradicated in Gizab were 
included in the 352 hectares of eradication reported for Uruzgan. 

  

    
 

Security incidents in Hilmand and Kandahar provinces during eradication campaign 2013  
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Table 8: Detail of casualties reported during GLE, 2013 
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Table 9: Farmers and AGEs resistance by district during GLE, 2013 

 



 26

Table 9: Contd….. 
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Annex 1 

10. Methodology: Governor-led eradication verification 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Eradication verifiers are part of the governor-led eradication teams.  

2. The verifiers take measurements of each eradicated field using pace length. In addition 
this year, measurements are recorded using GPS tracking system. This will provide the 
location and shape of the eradicated fields facilitating verification by satellite imageries. 

3. Coordinates of all eradicated fields including photographs are collected by verifiers.  

4. The verifiers draw sketch maps of each field as a reference for area calculations of 
eradicated fields.  

5. The verification reporters in Kabul obtain the provisional data of eradicated fields from 
the verifiers through telephone (mobile/satellite phones) and update the database on a 
daily basis.  

6. The verifiers fill in hardcopy survey forms and submit them to the UNODC regional 
offices. The forms are checked by the surveys coordinators before sending to the Kabul 
office for data entry.  

7. MCN/UNODC publishes weekly reports to inform stakeholders on eradication status. The 
eradication figures provided in these reports are provisional until verified by satellite 
imageries.  

8.  The updated eradicated area figures for each province are reported in the weekly reports.  

9. Further validation of the results is done using data obtained through helicopter flights, as 
well as from satellite imagery to calculate the final area of eradicated poppy fields 
wherever such over flight data are available.  

10. Pressure of any kind on verifiers to influence their reporting may lead to the suspension or 
cancellation of the verification survey in that region. 

11. The verification survey does not cover self-eradication by the farmers.  

Eradication 
Verifiers

MCN-UNODC 
Survey 

Coordinators

Daily Report Survey Forms

Verification Reporters, 
Kabul

Second data 
Quality Check

Coordination and Quality Control

Governor Led 
Eradication Team

Database Database 
Periodical Periodical 
ReportsReports

Embedded

Daily Telephone 
Contact
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Annex 2: 
Governor-led poppy eradication by district, 2013 
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Annex2: Contd…. 

 
* The eradication in Gizab district of Day Kundi province was carried out by the Uruzgan authorities 
and is therefore counted under Uruzgan. 
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Annex 3:Afghanistan: Locations of Governor-led eradication of  poppy fields, 2013

Source: MCN - UNODC Afghanistan Eradication Survey 2013
Note: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Legend

International boundaries
Provincial boundary
District boundary

! Verified eradication location (GLE)

Eradication Target Areas

Provinces with eradication

0 120 24060
km

Geographic Projection Datum: WGS 84

±



c.
c.

c.c.c.

c.c.

c.

c.

c.

c.
c.

c.

c.

c.c.
c.

c.c.

c.c.c.c.

c. c.

c.

c.
c.c.

c.

IRANIRAN

PAKISTANPAKISTAN

JAMMU & KASHMIRJAMMU & KASHMIR

TURKMENISTANTURKMENISTAN

TAJIKISTANTAJIKISTAN
UZBEKISTANUZBEKISTAN

Hirat

Farah

Ghor

Hilmand
Nimroz Kandahar

Badakhshan

Ghazni

Balkh

Zabul

Faryab

Baghlan
Badghis

Paktika

Sari Pul

Daykundi

Takhar

Bamyan

Jawzjan

Uruzgan

Wardak

Nuristan

Kunduz

Samangan

Kunar
Kabul

NangarharLogar

Khost
Paktya

Parwan
Panjsher

Laghman
Kapisa

Reg

Garmser
Charburjak

Reg

Wakhan

Anardara

Adraskan

Jawand

Gulran

Deh-e-shu

Ghoryan

Khashrod

Chakhansur

Nawur

Gulestan

Shindand

Panjwayi

Gizab

Nad-e-A li

Yakawl ang

Obe

Gomal

Washer

Qadis

Farah

Chaghcharan

Dam an

Purchaman

Balabul uk

Maruf

Kohestanat

DoLaynaShahrak

Tol ak

Spinbol dak

Nawzad

Chora

Khulm

Waras

Kushk

Baghran

Pasaband

Injil

Shorabak

Farsi

Di la

Warsaj

Arghestan

Taywarah

Kajaki

Shighnan

Saghar

Balkhab

Bakwa

Guzara

Lash-e-Juwayn

Qaysar

kit i

Shibkoh

Qalat

Doshi
Balam urghab

Maywand

Qala-e-Kah

Koran wa Monj an

Zindajan

Kohsan

Nawa

Shinkay

Jaghuri

Karukh

Miram or

Worm amay

Mandol

Alm ar

Shahwalikot

Panjab

Rostaq

Shom ulzay

Zebak

Khadir

Jorm

Nesh

Kohestan

Kofab

Tirinkot

Aybak

Pashtunkot

Dawl atabad

Lal Wa Sarjangal

Tagab

Argo

Kang

Bam yan

Sar-e-Pul

Chem tal

Zari

Yamgan

Chak

Shahjoy

Sayad

Giro

Kajran

Surobi

Poruns

Shibar

Qala-e-Zal

Khakrez

Paryan

Zurmat

Muqur

Ruy-e-Duab
Garziwan

Khasuruzgan

Ghorak

Sayghan

Malestan

Tal a Wa barfak

Abkamari

Markaz-e-Behsud

Shiberghan

Zaranj

Mizan

Ghormach

Gelan

Ajrestan

Kakar

Qarqin

Jalrez

Sholgareh

Shuhada

Dawl atyar

Bermel  

Chi sht -e-Sharif

Ashtarlay

Wazakhah

Qarabagh

Azra

Farkhar

Darwaz

Shortepa

Dara-e Suf -e-Bala

Shahrestan

Baghlan-e-Jadid

Dehrawud

Lashkargah

Kahm ard

Khwajadukoh

Nahrin

Dara

Daychopan

Burka

Dawl atabad

Arghandab

Muqur
Khak-e-Safed

Sang-e-Takht

Nari

Abband

Kam desh

Kaldar

Nahr-e-Saraj

Em amsaheb

Barg-e- M atal

Warduj

Charsadra

Nawbahar

Khenjan

Janikhel

Fayzabad

Raghestan

Andar

Charkent

Pashtunzarghun

Chardarah

Shaki

Khost Wa F ereng

Qaramqol

Mingaji k

Shekhali

Bil cheragh

Bangi

Tani

Teshkan

Turwo (Tarwe)

Nurgeram

Qarghayi

Chahab

Zheray

Balkh

Dehyak

Keshem

Qorghan

Sangin

Hazrat-e- Sultan

Miyanshin

Urgun

Spera

Jaghatu

Mardyan

Hesarak

Kandahar

Khwahan

Surkh-e- Parsa

Atghar

Jaghatu

Salang

Lalpur

Sharan

Goshta

Chal
Eshkashem

Darzab

Yawan

Rodat

Kharwar

Yosufkhel

Surkhrod

Gyan

Charkh

Kam a

Ni li

Shirintagab

Gosfandi

Andarab

Musaqalah

Ali ngar

Saydabad

Eshkmesh

Shahid-e-Hassas

Kushk-e-Kohna

Tal oqan

Duab

Khanabad

Keshendeh
Khuram Wa Sarbagh

Waygal

Pul-e- A lam

Gardez

Nerkh

Kham yab

Qushtepa

Dahana-e-Ghori

Ghorband

Daym irdad

Nej rab

Darwaz-e-Balla

Tagab

Tarnak Wa Jaldak

Nahr-e- Shahi

Shinwari

Feroznakhchir

Achin

Kunduz

Ali shang

Omna

Marmul

Pul-e-Hesar

Khogyani

Zadran

Mehtarl am

Dara-e- Suf-e- Payin

Hesa-e- Awal -e- Behsud

Sabari

Khoshi

Dawl atshah

Dasht -e-A rchi

Moham madagha

Shahr-e-Buzorg

Darayem

Kabul

Nam akab

Arghanjkhwa

Sherzad

Ali abad

Qala-e-Naw

Khanaqa

Chapadara

Kalafgan

Dehsabz

Sozmaqal a

Kohestan

Ghazi abad

Koh-e- Safi

Kot

Ghazni

Charbulak

Khan-e-Char Bagh
Fayzabad

Darqad

Arghandab

Ali khel (Jaj i)

Gurbuz

Pushtrod

Khwajahejran

Waghaz

Dehsalah

Terezayi

Sancharak(sangchark)

Nurgal

Sarobi

Dehbal a

Bagram

Yaftal-e-Suf la

Musakhel Bak

Wama
Dara-e-Pech

Andkhoy

Matakhan

Ziruk

Bazarak

Rashidan

Behsud

Khash

Pul-e- khum ri

Baharak

Ahm adaba

Khak-e- Jabbar

Paghm an

Khost(M atun)

Sayedkaram

Shutul

Khaskunar

Zarghunshahr
Yahyakhel

Bagrami

Nawa-e-Barakzaiy

Khwajasabzposh

Khwajaghar

Dehdadi

Kuzkunar

Zanakhan

Watapur

Cham kani

Baharak

Jaji maydan

Sarrawzah(Sarhawzah)

Shakardara
Chawkay

Sarkani

Lija Ahmad Khel

Nadi rshahkot

Rukha

Hazarsumuch

Guzargah-e- Nur

Aqcha

Shigal  Wa sheltan
Dangam

Yangi Q ala

Dasht -e- Qala

Naka

Barakibarak

Bat ikotChaparhar

Qarabagh

Sham al 

Chaharasyab

Barkunar

Muhm and Dara

Maydanshahr

Janikhel

Qalandar

Kohband

Khwajaum ari

Estal ef
Farza

Maymana

Marawara

Herat  

Fereng Wa Gharu

Dand wa Patan

Onaba(Anawa)

Khwajabahawuddin

Sharak-e-Hayratan

Jalal abad

75°E

70°E

70°E

65°E

65°E

60°E

60°E

35°N
35°N

30°N
30°N

Annex 4: Security Incidents during Governor-led Poppy eradication Campaigns, 2013

Source: MCN - UNODC Afghanistan Eradication Survey 2013
Note: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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